YELVERTOFT PARISH COUNCIL
An ORDINARY MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL was held at the READING ROOM in Yelvertoft
on Monday 9th September 2019 at 7.30pm and was attended by the following:
Chairman:

Councillor Holmes

Parish Councillors:

Councillor Nichols, Councillor Chantler, Councillor Valentine, Councillor Twort

In Attendance:

1 member of the public

Clerk:

Mrs S. Haywood

ITEM
19/115.

19/116.

MINUTE
APOLOGIES
Cllr Wheat – personal.
IT WAS RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.

VOTE /
ACTION
Proposed:
GH. All in
favour

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST / DISPENSATIONS
Chairman - Finance – payment for the Chairman.

19/117.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting of 08.07.19 were approved as a true and accurate record of the
meeting and signed as such.
IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes of the July Parish Council meeting be approved and
signed by the Chairman.

19/118.

OPEN MEETING

i.

Petrol Can at KGV Field
A resident apologised for accidentally leaving a petrol can in the field, which has now been
removed. The resident confirmed that he has taken steps to ensure this does not happen again.

19/119.
i.

PLANNING
Permissions
DA/2019/0419. Skew Cottage, High Street. Construction of garage and garden store.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour

DA/2019/0467. Chestnut House, 21 High Street. Work to tree subject to TPO DA38.
19/120.

CO-OPTION
Deferred to a future meeting until candidates come forward. DDC have confirmed that co-option
can take place.

19/121.

Clerk

An article to be written for the Parish News informing residents what it is like/involves to be a
Parish Councillor. Article to go in the December 2019 and March 2020 Parish News.

AC

Cllr Chantler confirmed that there will be an election May 2020. An advert to be placed in the
Parish News. The Editor to be asked if it can go on the front cover.

AC
AC

PARISH NEWS DELIVERY ROTA

Council has received on offer for the Parish News to be delivered for £30 per issue (not
including the outlying farms).
IT WAS RESOLVED that in the order of fairness, Paul Williams also be asked if he would like
to quote. If Paul does not wish to quote, or he quotes more than £30, then the initial offer of £30
to be accepted.

19/122.

PARISH NEWS REPORT WRITING
Two of the last three reports were not written.
IT WAS RESOLVED that an item to be on each agenda giving the name of the Councillor
responsible for the next report. This will also give other Councillors the opportunity to ask for
items to be included in the report.

19/123.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

IT WAS RESOLVED that the rota be re-circulated to all.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk
Clerk

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
Clarification was given that ‘footways’ means footpaths/pavements, and ‘footpaths’ means FP
paths. NCC to be asked for a copy of the definitive footpath map.

VT

IT WAS RESOLVED that residents need to be encouraged to report issues via Fix My Street. An
advert to be placed via the PCs usual communication channels.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour

Clerk
IT WAS RESOLVED that as crime is rising, we advertise for NHW helpers in the Parish News
(one person per street to communicate with other residents in that street), and at the Hub in the
Pub.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour

Clerk/AC
19/124.

SPEEDWATCH
It was confirmed that Speedwatch had to be cancelled this year due to the lack of volunteers.
This means that Yelvertoft will not receive the speed van, data strips, and associated data of
traffic, and signage displayed.

19/125.

SPEED EQUIPMENT
The Chairman requested that this agenda item was brought forward.
IT WAS RESOLVED that the agenda item be moved.
A resident has very kindly offered to contribute towards a speed device for the High Street as
they are concerned about speeding vehicles. Examples of speed devices available had been
circulated to all and a discussion took place. Prices start at £1,400.
IT WAS RESOLVED that more information is gathered on the devices such as do they record
number plates, is there photographic evidence, do we get the data, and do the police take any
action on the data. Consideration needs to be given to vandalism of any device. Further
information to be brought back to the next meeting.

19/126.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
CV
Clerk

The police have been asked for their advice on the best equipment to purchase. Clerk to chase
for a response.

Clerk

There may a grant available for the device from Northants Police. Further details to be acquired.

AC

CHANGE OF BANK SIGNATORIES
IT WAS RESOLVED to defer until we have new Councillors come forward.

19/127.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour

An official complaint has been raised with Unity Bank concerning the new Councillors still not
having received their log in details.
GRASS MOWING CONTRACTOR

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk
Clerk

The Chairman was unable to contact the contractor to arrange a meeting but reported that,
although there were teething problems, in the main, the contractor is carrying out a good job as
per the contract. The contractor was asked to cut the grass shorter and appears to have in certain
areas. The contractor does tend to turn up but does need some badgering. The cemetery is
always cut to standard. The contractor is cutting the additional areas we have asked for at no
extra cost. It is appreciated that all contractors have machinery failures at some point.
IT WAS RESOLVED that the agenda item is revisited when we have received the tenders for
2020.
19/128.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

STREET LIGHTING
A purchase order has been sent to Eon to complete the remaining works. Eon estimate to start in
6 to 8 weeks as they need to order swan necks from DW Windsor. Premiere Street Lighting
should be delivering the remaining lights to Eon tomorrow. Once they have been received and
checked their invoice will be paid. The concrete column near to the Village Hall will be replaced
with a steel column.
Several complaints have been received as there are street light failures in Hillmorton Lane.
These issues will be addressed with the completion of the new lighting but Eon have also been
asked to repair them as a matter of urgency.

19/129.

SHOP / POST OFFICE CLOSURE
The public meeting was excellent and had a good attendance. (Notes from the meeting are
available on the website and have been advertised via Facebook).
Jim Lyon has formed a Steering Group and they will be meeting on 16th September to start to
investigate a Community Shop.
IT WAS RESOLVED that the Squisito building is registered as a community asset.

19/130.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

COLLECTION OF CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL
The school have installed a piece of play equipment in the main playground which they do not
want the children to play on after school. A parent fell over on the gravel they have put there
under the tree at the main entrance. The younger children come out of their classroom on the top
playground and parents are required to wait outside the gate near the main entrance until the bell
goes at 3.15pm, the parents go to collect them from the classroom. They then have to leave the
school premises by the same gate. If those parents have older children then they have to go to the
gate on School Lane with the children (and also pre-school children) and wait for them along
with other parents outside on the roadside. The older children come out at about 3.30pm but they
are led to the gate and allowed through individually when the supervisor recognises a parent that
is waiting. This happens even in pouring rain.
Several parents have raised safety issues. Children are not permitted to be in the playground at
all at collection time, nor are parents, so all congregate on the narrow grass verge and footpath,
with the children seen running up and down as they are bored whilst they are waiting. It is felt
that it would be safer for all the children to be contained inside the school premises due to the
proximity of the main road. The parents could be charged with supervising them and make sure
they are kept away from the classrooms in use, and play equipment, if these are a problem.
IT WAS RESOLVED that a meeting is arranged to discuss this further with the Head Teacher,
and a report back given at the next meeting.

19/131.

YOUNG FARMERS – TREE PLANTING

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
AC
Clerk

The Young Farmers have kindly offered to plant trees.
IT WAS RESOLVED that we politely decline the offer of tree planting as we currently have no
requirement for further trees.
19/132.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
AC

CHURCH INSURANCE DONATION
The Clerk has checked with NCALC as to whether a PC can give a donation to the Church
towards their insurance. There seems to be conflictions as the definition of ‘maintenance’ as PCs
cannot donate towards maintenance costs for a church but is insurance maintenance? It cannot
be found in any definition. NCALC responded:
“I note in 11th edition of Local Council Administration page 228 Paul Claydon refers to S137
the use of benefit to Churches and Chapels. He states that s8 of the LGA 1894 prohibits
expenditure on properties relating to churches however s 137 of LGA 1972 gives a wide power to
spend money on general benefit for inhabitants. He states that many councils contribute for ex
grass cutting, lighting etc for churches which has never been challenged by audit and that a
report was published in Dec 2017 asking government for clarification of this use of s137. I would
therefore advise council of the above and let them continue to make the decision on making the
donation.”
IT WAS RESOLVED that following the response from NCALC the PC can continue to donate
towards the Church insurance.

19/133.

LILBOURNE WINDFARM PAYMENTS
We have still not received our annual payment of £2,000 which was due December 2018, despite
extensive chasing.
IT WAS RESOLVED that we ascertain if Lilbourne have received their payment, and put the
grant process on hold until payment has been received.

19/134.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

LILBOURNE WINDFARM GRANT RE-ALLOCATION
The Friends of the Bridleway have returned £520 of their grant the PC gave for planings as it is
not required.
Minutes from February 2019 meeting (most recent grant requests):
Five applications had been received for the £1,000 fund.
1) Village Hall. £1,000 towards new CCTV. (£500 was awarded).
2) Cricket Club. £500 towards promoting the club. (£250 was awarded).
3) War Memorial. £1,000 towards the War Memorial renovation. (now not required as our War
Memorial is in too good a condition to get a grant from the War Memorials Trust) .
4) Pre-School. £1,000 towards renewing the astro-turf. Withdrew their application as they have
other avenues of funding and could benefit from the other causes.
5) Seated Yoga. (£250 was awarded).
IT WAS RESOLVED that as all original requests have been awarded or withdrawn then the PC
invite applications from all village organisations for the £520.

19/135.

STANDING ORDERS ANNUAL REVIEW
IT WAS RESOLVED that the only amendment required is change ‘2018’ to ‘2019’.

19/136.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

WELFARE OF CHICKENS AT ALLOTMENTS

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

Several residents have expressed concern about how an allotment holders four chickens are being
kept. The water bowl has growth, they seem cramped, and appear to have no perch. This is not
in line with the RSPCA guidelines on ‘Care of chickens in allotments’.
IT WAS RESOLVED that the chickens are reported to the RSPCA.
19/137.

FINANCE

i.

Income received
£100 cheque, Co-Op, memorial fee.
Direct Debit Mandate - ICO
IT WAS RESOLVED that Council sign a direct debit mandate for the annual ICO (Data
Protection) payment (currently £40 p.a.). (It is cheaper to pay by direct debit).

ii.

iii.

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

Proposed:
GH. All in
favour
Clerk

BACS Payments for Approval
Copies of all bank statements are passed to the Chairman.
Invoices for payment:
£ 42.00
£ 521.63
£ 166.10
£ 480.00

NCALC (Chairmanship course fee)
Eon (Street light electricity 1/4/19 to 30/6/19)
Eon (Street light maintenance qrt ending June 2019)
Leicestershire Gardens (mowing village 6/7/19 & 6/8/19, mowing cemetery 8 &
15/7/19 & 6/8/19)
£ 150.75 Graham Wheat (Village maintenance July & August)
£ 106.00 SLCC (Annual Membership fee)
£ 207.10 Samantha Haywood (Clerks expenses Jul/Aug 2019, includes shop meeting printing,
stamps, stationery, minute book)
£ 30.15 Geoff Holmes (fuel to Chairman’s training at Raunds)
IT WAS RESOLVED that all BACS payments as above be processed.
The Clerk processes BACS payments online and two Councillors log in and approve the
payments.
iv.

Bank payments made during the last month not otherwise on the agenda
£ 35.00 Anglian Water (monthly charge for water)
£ 464.90 Samantha Haywood (Wages x 2 – July and August)
£ 15.60 Virgin Mobile (Monthly mobile phone charge)
£ 18.00 Unity Bank (bank charge)
£ 348.96 HMRC (Clerks PAYE for last quarter)

v.

Bank Balances
Balance on the bank accounts as at 01/09/19:- Current account £7,279.57, Deposit account
£37,127.92.
CORRESPONDENCE

19/138.

•
•
•

CPRE. Letter advising that they have a new logo and new strategic plan.
CPRE. Outlook newsletter – June 2019
CPRE. Countryside Voice newsletter Summer 2019

Emails Received:
•

DDC. Confirmation that there will be no change to Yelvertoft’s polling station.

Proposed:
AC.
Seconded:
JN. All in
favour
Clerk

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

19/139.

NCALC. Invitation to the 72nd Northants CALC Conference & AGM, 5/10/19, Moulton
Community Centre, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
DDC. Community Governance Review - Final Strategy. (Emailed:All)
Northants Rural Matters Newsletter (Emailed:All & Facebook)
DDC. Parish & Town Councils Liaison meeting minutes 13.06.19 (Emailed:All)
DDC. West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan - Issues Consultation. Responses by
11.10.19 (Emailed:All)
CPRE. ‘Looking to the Future’ Planning Roadshow. 10.10.19, 7pm, Great Houghton
(Emailed:All)
Environmental Agency. Email correspondence between them and our Chairman re
flooding (Emailed:All)
NCALC. Update newsletter August 2019 (Emailed:All)
DDC. Press release to check voters’ details (on website and Facebook)
DDC. Nominations for Daventry Sports Awards (on website and Facebook)
DDC. Details of Climate Emergency Task Panel (emailed:All)
DDC. Notification that the Council Leader and Deputy Leader will be stepping down
(Emailed:All)
DDC. Notification that the Good Neighbours Annual Event on 01.10.19 has been
cancelled (Emailed:All)
NCALC. Mini Update 16.08.19 (Emailed:All)
DDC. Plans progress for new leisure centre (Emailed:All)
NCC. Northamptonshire Health, Care and Wellbeing Plan Survey (Emailed:All, On
Facebook, Parish News)
CPRE. Village Viewpoint newsletter Summer 2019 (Emailed:All)
DDC. Bin changes bring huge boost to waste recycling rates stats (website, Facebook,
Parish News)
NCC. W Northants Strategic Plan – Issues Consultation – Briefing Sessions dates
(Emailed:All)

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 14th October 2019 at 7.30pm in the Reading Room.

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA (not already in these minutes):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication – May, September and February agendas.
Village of the Year Competition 2020. September.
Annual insurance review – July
Outstanding Actions Review – Sept, Dec, Mar, June
Village welcome signs – Spring
Annual Standing Orders Review – September
Co-option – when new Councillors come forward
Parish News report writing – every agenda
Grass cutting tenders - December

Clerk

PARISH NEWS REPORT:
Issue: 1st December 2019

Deadline: 14.11.19

Author: Cllr Twort

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………….

Date: ………………………………

VT

Geoff Holmes
DDC - Daventry District Council
NCC – Northamptonshire County Council
PC – Parish Council
EA – Environmental Agency
NHW – Neighbourhood Watch
Text in italics – members of the public or notes

